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Ancestors: Family members from long ago, who are honored and

remembered during Chinese New Year.

Ancient: Something very old, often from a time long before now.

Bao buns: Soft, fluffy bread rolls filled with delicious meats or vegetables,

often enjoyed during celebrations.

Blossom: A flower that blooms on trees or plants, symbolizing new

beginnings and growth.

Calligraphy: Beautiful, artistic writing done with a brush or special pen,

often used to create good luck messages.

Cantonese: A language spoken by many people in southern China and

Hong Kong, often used during Chinese New Year celebrations.

Dog: The 11th animal in the Chinese zodiac, symbolizing loyalty and

kindness.

Dragon: The 5th animal in the Chinese zodiac and a mythical creature

that represents power, strength, and good luck, often seen in colorful

parades during Chinese New Year.

Dumplings: Tasty pockets of dough filled with meat or vegetables,

symbolizing wealth because they look like gold coins.

Evil Spirit Sui: A legendary spirit said to bring bad luck, chased away with

loud noises during New Year’s celebrations.
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Fa Gao: A steamed cupcake-like treat that rises as it cooks, symbolizing

prosperity and growth.

Firecrackers: Small explosives that make a loud noise to scare away evil

spirits and bring good luck.

Fireworks: Bright, colorful explosions in the sky that celebrate the New

Year and ward off bad luck.

Fortune: Good luck or wealth, which people wish for each other during

Chinese New Year.

Fortune Cookie: A crispy cookie with a small paper inside that shares a

special message or prediction for the future.

Goat: The 8th animal in the Chinese zodiac, symbolizing kindness and

creativity.

Grapes: A fruit often eaten during New Year for its round shape,

symbolizing wealth and success.

Handfan: A small fan often decorated with beautiful designs, used in

dances or as a festive decoration.

Happiness: A feeling of joy and celebration, shared with family and

friends during Chinese New Year.
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Hong Bao: Red envelopes filled with money, given as gifts to bring good

luck and blessings.

Horse: The 7th animal in the Chinese zodiac, symbolizing strength and

freedom.

Jade Emperor: The ruler of heaven in Chinese mythology, believed to

decide the order of the Chinese zodiac animals.

Jujube Flower Cakes: Sweet treats made with jujube fruit, symbolizing

happiness and good fortune.

Kumquats: Small citrus fruits often displayed or eaten during Chinese

New Year to symbolize wealth and good luck.

Kung Hei Fat Choy: A Cantonese greeting meaning “Wishing you great

happiness and prosperity” for the New Year.

Lantern: A decorative light often used during celebrations, especially in

the Lantern Festival, marking the end of Chinese New Year.

Legends: Stories passed down through generations, often explaining the

traditions of Chinese New Year.

Lion Dance: A traditional dance performed to bring good luck and scare

away evil spirits, featuring performers in a lion costume.

Longevity: A wish for a long and healthy life, often symbolized by certain

foods like noodles.
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Lucky: A term used to describe good fortune, which is a major theme of

Chinese New Year celebrations.

Lucky Coins: Coins used as decorations or gifts to represent wealth and

prosperity.

Lunar New Year: Another name for Chinese New Year, based on the

phases of the moon in the lunar calendar.

Mandarin: A small orange fruit that symbolizes good fortune and

abundance, often given as gifts.

Monkey: The 9th animal in the Chinese zodiac, symbolizing intelligence

and playfulness.

Moon Cake: A round pastry filled with sweet or savory fillings,

traditionally eaten during the Mid-Autumn Festival but sometimes

enjoyed during New Year too.

Noodles: Long noodles symbolize a wish for long life and are often

served during New Year meals.

Ox/Oxen: The 2nd animal in the Chinese zodiac, representing hard work

and determination.

Peach Blossom: A pink flower that represents love, prosperity, and new

beginnings.
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Peanut Candy: A sweet, crunchy treat symbolizing growth and vitality.

Pig: The 12th and last animal in the Chinese zodiac, symbolizing

generosity and wealth.

Pomelo: A large citrus fruit symbolizing family unity and abundance.

Prosperity Cakes: Steamed cakes that rise while cooking, symbolizing

success and growth in the coming year.

Rabbit: The 4th animal in the Chinese zodiac, symbolizing kindness, luck,

and peace.

Rat: The 1st animal in the Chinese zodiac, representing cleverness and

quick thinking.

Red Money Envelope: Another term for Hong Bao—red envelopes filled

with money, symbolizing good luck and blessings.

Red Packets: Small red envelopes with money inside, given to children

and unmarried adults during Chinese New Year.

Rooster: The 10th animal in the Chinese zodiac, symbolizing honesty and

punctuality.

Shrimp: A popular food during New Year, symbolizing happiness and

laughter because the word for shrimp sounds like laughter in Chinese.
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Sixteen Days: The length of Chinese New Year celebrations, starting with

New Year’s Eve and ending with the Lantern Festival.

Snake: The 6th animal in the Chinese zodiac, symbolizing wisdom and

grace.

Spring Rolls: Fried or fresh rolls filled with vegetables or meat,

symbolizing wealth because they look like gold bars.

Tiger: The 3rd animal in the Chinese zodiac, symbolizing bravery and

strength.

Twelve Year Cycle: The time it takes for all the zodiac animals to have

their turn in the Chinese calendar.

Wealth: A key theme of Chinese New Year, often represented by symbols

like gold coins or oranges.

Whole Fish: Served during New Year feasts to symbolize abundance, as

the word for fish sounds like “surplus” in Chinese.

Zodiac Animals: The 12 animals representing each year in the Chinese

calendar, each with its own unique traits and meanings.


